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FE News, UK: World Youth Skills Day is an Important Reminder for What
We Should be Doing With Youth Every Day

BROn

“Whilst World Youth Skills Day comes around once a year, we need to be working with children every
single day to spark creativity, critical thinking and collaboration,” says Vivek Daga, Vice President and
Country Head, UK and Ireland. “These disciplines ‘pull’ kids into STEAM careers by generating interest
and confidence, rather than ‘pushing’ them to maths and science.”

Excerpts from FE News’ article, reproduced with permission:

“Rising youth unemployment is one of the most significant problems facing economies and societies in
today’s world. The purpose of WYSD day is to spread awareness on the importance of youth skills
development. It is the responsibility of the wider STEAM industry in helping children develop the skills
they need to thrive in the digital age.

Vivek Daga, Vice President and Country Head UK and Ireland, Cognizant, said:

‘World Youth Skills Day acts as a reminder that each day we need to be working with and preparing our

children — amongst them are the future leaders of the world — to develop the skills needed to thrive in the technological age.
Whilst of course, some of this must be done through the education system — with the UK government investing £20 million into
an Institute of Coding to improve digital skills throughout the country, the wider industry that requires STEAM skills also has a
major role to play.

‘To prepare younger generations for the world of work, some businesses are encouraging and supporting school-age pupils to
consider how to work with data and encourage creative thinking. For example, through our Outreach STEAM programme in the
UK, we have inspired close to 200 primary age children through workshops on the jobs of the future — encouraging them to
understand new roles that might be created in the next decade and working with them to explore technologies that could
become reality in future. Our Digital entrepreneurship lab for girls also teaches young girls practical advice on how to start and
run a business.”

Click here to read more.
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